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FAQ

 

“We’ve been coming to New Orleans since the
90’s but this is the first time attending the

NOLA Carnival Experience and it’s the most
fun we’ve had here in years!"

 
-Latoya Isaacs,

Jackson, MS

1) What are the dates?
a) The NOLA Caribbean Experience is October 12th-23rd, 2022.
The NOLA Carnival Experience Parade is Sunday, October 23rd,
2022. 

2) How long is the route?
a) The parade route is just under 2.5 miles. Relatively short in
terms of distance which we do on purpose to not wear out the
masqueraders and to maximize time on the road not spent
running to catch up.

3) How much time do we have on the road?
a) The parade is scheduled for 4 hours on the road which may be
a little more or less depending on how punctual and compliant
all the participants are during formation.



“Far exceeded my expectations! Music, food and vibe
were off the chain. And such a beautiful mix of
people, cultures and generations all enjoying

themselves.”
 

- LaShonda Bernard,
Atlanta, GA
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4) What is the difference between the BUKU Mas Band
and Scion Mas Band?
a) BUKU Mas Band: Is a more economical, community style
band with less requirements (see bylaws)
b) Scion Mas Band: Is the premier NOLA experience but more
expensive and with more requirements (see bylaws)

5) What if I want to bring my own band?
a) We do not recommend this for your first year in NOLA
because of 1) all of the logistical and financial difficulties in
pulling it off in a different city and 2) so that you get to know
New Orleans’ vibe and culture firsthand before fully diving in.
That being said, if you would still like to bring your own band, of
course you are more than welcome to do so,
and we will assist in every way we can.



“Wow. This really felt like home but at the same time
uniquely New Orleans. What a dope experience!”

 
-Candace Lightbourne,

Nassau, Bahamas

6) Is there a section/band registration fee?
a) Yes, but minimal. The BUKU Mas Band does have a small
charge per masquerader which is the bare minimum to cover
the costs of liquor/snacks on the road and entrance into the
festival. The fee for Scion is higher and commensurate with
covering the costs of the premium amenities included.
b) If you would like to bring your own truck and own band, you
will have a registration fee of $1,500. For 2022, only you will
receive a 50% discount on the registration fee.

7) What are my obligations as section leader?
a) Each section must have to have a minimum of 30
masqueraders. There is no maximum on masqueraders .
b) To honor all NOLA Carnival Experience bylaws.
c) Financial obligations (masquerader fees) will be paid in 4
installments starting April 1 st in order to lessen the financial
burden.
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“I registered for the NOLA Caribbean Experience vacation package
and did all 11 events this year! I could barely walk afterwards but it
was totally worth it. I had the time of my life. The parties were lit,

the parade was electric and both days of the festival were superb.”
 

-LaTonya Nichols
Chicago, IL

8) Will there be awards/prize money?
a) Yes. Both BUKU Mas Band and Scion Mas Band will have
awards. Mas bands who decide to play separately from either
BUKU or Scion will be eligible for awards and prizes as well.

9) Can we use costumes that we’ve used in a different
market already?
a) Most definitely. This is New Orleans baaaaby! This way, for
example, your masqueraders could use their same costumes
from Miami two weeks prior, making it more financially viable for
many. If this is the route you wish to take, then the BUKU Mas
Band is for you as it has much more lenient rules. This will not be
the case for Scion Mas Band, which
will have more stringent rules. Consult the bylaws for a full list of
rules for both bands.
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“I heard about the NOLA Caribbean Experience on the radio,
at some shops around town, Facebook, and Instagram.

Everyone was talking about it so I figured I had to see what
the hype was about. I definitely was not disappointed!”

 
-Zack Kidder

New Orleans, LA
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10) What about Mas Camp?
a) As part of our commitment to fully support y’all, the NOLA
Carnival Experience will be providing Mas Camp for both the
BUKU Mas Band and Scion Mas Band. If you bring your own
separate band, we will do our best to integrate y’all into our mas
camps and if that proves impossible, we will help you to identify
and book a great local venue.

11) What does NOLA Carnival Experience provide in terms
of marketing support?
a) We will be putting significant resources, on various marketing
channels, in numerous markets into promotion of the carnival as
a whole. Additionally, each section and band will be featured on
all of our websites and social media with links back to your
registration landing page to drive traffic to you from people
interested in your costumes/experience.


